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Political stability 
  

  
Stable. 

 
The country is a secular 
republic but is prone to 
be affected by regional 
events. 
 

  

  
Natural disasters, 
e.g. earthquakes, 
tsunamis 
  

  
Earthquakes are a possibility 
to consider. 

    

  
Security (personal) 
  

 
Delegates should take the 
usual precautions when 
travelling, e.g. not leaving 
possessions unattended. 
  

    

  
Security (venues) 
  

 
Some precautions are 
already in due top 
governmental rules like x ray 
machines in entrance to 
venues and hotels. 

 
Each building has its 
own security personnel 
already in you can ask 
for reinforcements 
through them  
In most cities the police 
will lend you personnel 
in civilian clothes if 
requested.  
  

  

  
Customs 
  

 
As TR is not a part of EU the 
customs procedures are quite 
troublesome you have to 
ensure that you have broker 
who knows his way around.  
 

    

  
Visas 
  

 
Easy to get either in 
embassies or as sticker visas 
in entry points. Cash is 
requested for sticker visas so 
warn the delegates to carry 
cash.  
 

 
A valid passport is 
mandatory.  

 
More information can 
be obtained from 
www.mfa.gov.tr 
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Freight forwarding 
  

  
There are very hard rules in 
effect about which vehicles 
can travel when and lories 
can only travel between 
22:00-06:00 
Most venues have little 
storage space so goods need 
to be stored until the 
nominated delivery date. 
  

  
The downloading and 
uploading time 
schedules become very 
important as night time 
work becomes 
obligatory.  

  
Appoint an experienced 
agent and book the 
services required well 
in advance.  
  
Arrange for goods to be 
stored until the delivery 
date. 

  
Local taxes 
  

  
All goods and services are 
subject to TR VAT tax which 
is currently 18%. Refunds are 
available only for material 
purchases . 
   

    

  
Labour laws 
  

  
The staff should be given an 
insurance for all the days that 
work as a part time but you 
will find that in most cases the 
employer refrain from that as 
it is an additional cost.  
  

    
Force your contractors 
to apply this. Also 
income tax for part 
timers is paid by you 

  
Liquor laws 
  

  
Venues and caterers hold the 
requisite liquor licences. 
  

    
Check with your 
venue/caterer. 

  
Communications 
facilities 
  

  
High speed broadband is 
readily available. 
  
ADSL lines can be hired in 
venues. 
  
Hotels charge a usage fee for 
internet connection.  
  

    

  
Insurance 
  

  
You cannot sue anyone in TR 
for personal injury. Claims are 
NOT covered under any 
legislation. 
 

The practice is 
beginning slowly and 
slowly but it is n ot 
really in effect at all.  

  
Take a third party 
liability insurance at all 
times.  

  
Medical services 
  

  
Governmental hospital can be 
quite bothersome but private 
clinics and hospital are of a 
very high level. There are 
specific hospitals that serve 
international patients i.e. 
American hospital  
  

 
There is even patient-
tourists who travel to 
Istanbul for treatments. 
But emergency 
response is quite slow 
and ambulances take 
time to arrive due to 
heavy traffic  

  
Private medical/travel 
insurance is 
recommended.Always 
have an ambulance 
ready on site 
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Airport disruption 
  

  
Istanbul is mainly the 
international gateway to 
Turkey. It has two airports 
Sabiha Goksen on Asian side 
and Ataturk on European side 
Closure of one results in 
diversion of aircraft to the 
other.  
  

 
Fog or heavy snow may 
cause problems  

  

  
Transportation 
  

 
Turkey has an inefficient 
transport infrastructure. 
Metro or buses may not be 
user friendly for international 
guests. 
Traffic can be a big problem 
in cities like Đstanbul. 
  

 
Taxis are quite cheap 
and work on meter 
basis and can easily be 
recommended.  

 
Shuttle buses are 
recommended. 
Always keep your 
events in nearby 
venues to NOT cross 
the Istanbul bridges in 
rush hours. 

 


