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Political 
stability 
 

 
Switzerland is very 
politically  stable 

  

 
Natural 
disasters, e.g. 
earthquakes, 
tsunamis 
 

 
Switzerland has suffered 
several severe floods over 
the past 15 years, including 
one in August 2005. 
The southern canton of 
Valais was singled out in 
1993 and 2000 when the 
River Rhone flooded, 
causing extensive damage. 
 

  

 
Climate 
 

 
Temperate, but varies with 
altitude; cold, cloudy, 
rainy/snowy winters; cool to 
warm, cloudy, humid 
summers with occasional 
showers. 
 

  

 
Security 
(personal) 
 

 
Switzerland has a low crime 
rate compared to other 
European countries and is 
generally a safe country to 
travel in, however there has 
been a recent increase in 
petty theft and visitors 
should be alert to 
pickpockets and thieves, 
particularly in the city 
centres and on public 
transport. Be aware of 
robberies on overnight 
trains. 
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Security 
(venues) 
 

 
Security requirements will 
depend on the conference 
subject. 
 

 
Some venues provide in-house 
security for an additional fee. 
 
Others permit PCOs to choose 
their security company. 
 

 

 
Customs 
 

 
Customs monitors and, 
where it deems necessary, 
inspects goods that are 
being imported into, 
exported from or carried in 
transit through Switzerland. 
It charges customs duties, 
traffic charges and taxes 
(such as value added tax 
on imports). Jewelry and 
watches are checked by the 
Precious Metal Control 
Office to confirm their 
authenticity.  
 

 
To get through Swiss customs 
without difficulty, please have 
your identification papers ready. 
As a rule, people entering 
Switzerland need a valid pass 
and, if required, a visa. For 
more information please check:  
http://www.ch.ch/private/00093/
00101/00478/00482/index.html
?lang=en  

 

 
Visas 
 

 
Visas are not required by all 
nationals of British, 
Australian, Canadian, USA, 
Other EU descent for stays 
of up to three months. 
Tourists and business 
visitors who travel 
repeatedly to Switzerland 
but stay less than three 
months each time must 
apply for a residence permit 
if their total stay exceeds 
six months within a period 
of 12 months.  
 

  

 
Freight 
forwarding 
 

 
Switzlerland’s security 
service checks all goods on 
arrival. 
 
Since Swizterland is not 
part of the EU, EU freight 
laws do not apply. 

 
A number of international 
freight forwarding firms have 
branches in Switzerland.   

 
Appoint an agent and 
book the services 
required well in advance. 
 
Allow time for biosecurity 
service checks. 
 
Arrange for goods to be 
stored until the delivery 
date. 
 
Provide the local 
organisers with airway 
bill numbers to expedite 
tracking. 
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Local taxes 
 

 
Subject to VAT are 
turnovers of taxable 
persons on 
- supply of goods and 
services in Switzerland; 
- self supply in Switzerland; 
- import of services; 
- import of goods. 
The VAT rates in 
Switzerland are: 7.6% 
standard rate 2.4% reduced 
rate (e.g. food, medicine, 
newspapers, books and 
feed) 3.6% lodging services 
 

 
For further information: 
http://www.taxation.ch/index.cf
m/fuseaction/show/temp/default
/path/1-541.htm  

 

 
Labour laws 
 

 
Switzerland’s labor laws 
provide much greater 
flexibility than in other 
European countries. Trade 
unions are reasonable. 
Strikes and other business 
isruptions are almost non-
existent. Work permits are 
available for executives and 
qualified personnel. The 
Bilateral Agreement with 
the EU (awaiting 
ratification) stipulates free 
movement of labor. 
 

  

 
Liquor laws 
 

 
Venues and caterers hold 
the requisite liquor licences. 
 

  
Check with your 
venue/caterer. 

 
Communicatio
ns facilities 
 
 
 

 
You may need an adapter 
to recharge your mobile in 
Switzerland. Travelers from 
USA and Japan: Phoning in 
Switzerland requires a 
triband device that works 
on both American and 
European networks. 
 
 

 
In Switzerland 
Swisscom Mobile is the leading 
mobile network provider. The 
Swisscom Mobile network 
covers 99% of the inhabited 
parts of the country. If traveling 
with a WLAN-capable 
Notebook, you can use the 
more than 1000 public wireless 
LAN hotspots available 
throughout Switzerland. 
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Insurance 
 

 
It is advisable to have good 
travel insurance in 
Switzerland. Aside from 
absorbing the costs of 
medical emergencies and 
treatment, insurance also 
covers the loss or theft of 
your property, flight tickets 
and money. Many 
companies will also tailor 
policies for you if you plan 
on going skiing, or if you 
want to take part in other 
“dangerous” sports or 
adventure activities.If you 
plan to participate in water 
sports or adventure 
activities, or do some hiking 
or skiing, you’ll probably 
have to pay an extra 
premium; check carefully 
that any insurance policy 
you are considering will 
cover you in case of an 
accident. 
 

  

 
Medical 
services 
 

 
Swiss medical facilities and 
health care are among the 
best in the world, but very 
expensive and health 
insurance is recommended. 
Immunisation certificates 
are only required if the 
traveller has been in an 
infected area within two 
weeks prior to arrival in the 
country. 
 

  

 
Airport 
disruption 
 

 
Switzerland’s main 
international airports, 
including Zurich, Geneva, 
Berne and Basel. 
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Transportation 
 

 
The main international 
airport is Zürich Swiss 
public transport is of high 
quality. Lots of places can 
be reached through a 
network of trains, busses, 
ships and gondolas. Major 
cities are connected by 
InterCity trains which 
usually run once per hour. 
Busses play an important 
role as well. In order to rent 
a car, a valid drivers license 
held for at least one year is 
required. The minimum 
rental age is 20 to 25 years, 
depending on the rental 
company. 
 

  

 


