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NEW DIMENSIONS FOR IAPCO 
 
IAPCO is delighted to announce two new members, each bringing a different 
perspective to the quality PCO association. CTO Congress becomes the first IAPCO 
member from Russia; ESC (European Society of Cardiology) becomes the second 
European Association In-House PCO to join the ranks. 
 
Sergey Chernyshevskiy, who heads up CTO Congress, Moscow, commented that one of his 

company’s main goals was to bring positive international experience and professionalism in congress 

organization in to Russia. “We need both education and informal communications with other PCOs.   

Russia is a huge country with high potential. We have many medical associations and scientific 

institutions, whose members are active on the world stage.  Exploring the potential of Russia from all 

angles would be something we could bring to IAPCO.” 

 

ESC, represented by Isabel Bardinet, Chief Executive Officer, was very clear in their motives:  “We 

come to IAPCO because of Best Practice, because of the exchange of information and ideas, and to 

remain in the forefront of the trends happening in the meetings industry marketplace.  But it is not a 

one-way street, we, as ESC, will bring data, knowledge and innovation.   As with all partnerships, it is 

a win-win situation”. 

 

“Both these memberships are exciting for IAPCO” commented Michel Neijmann, current President of 

the Association.  “Expanding into the Russian market is something many members are keen to 

explore, and we are delighted to welcome CTO Congress”. 

 

“ESC”, he continued “is something completely different. Many of us have worked with the ESC on 

their annual congresses, and also with their conference division on smaller meetings.   To have them 

as members of IAPCO is an endorsement of commitment to the standards maintained by IAPCO.  I 

could not be more pleased to embrace them into our family.” 

 

ESC joins EAGE (European Association of Geoscientists & Engineers) as the second Association 

with an in-house congress organising department to join IAPCO. 

 

 



 

ABOUT IAPCO:  Meeting Quality 

The International Association of Professional Congress Organisers (IAPCO) was founded in 1968, is registered in Switzerland 
and represents today more than 114 professional organisers, meeting planners and managers of international and national 
congresses, conventions and special events from 40 countries. IAPCO members [2013] organise in excess of 6750 meetings 
annually, totalling some 2.718 million delegates and representing an economic impact in the region of 4.4 billion euros.  IAPCO 
is committed to raising standards of service among its members and other sectors of the meetings industry. Today IAPCO 
membership offers a unique quality assurance, since entry into membership of IAPCO is by meeting strict criteria and by 
continuous quality assessment.  The high quality standards are secured by means of continuing education and interaction with 
other professionals. The ‘Wolfsberg’ Annual Seminar, The Meetings MasterClass and the Annual Meeting & General Assembly 
of its members are the highlight events of IAPCO.    
 
 
ABOUT ESC: 
The European Society of Cardiology (ESC) represents over 80 000 cardiology professionals, principally from across Europe 
and the Mediterranean basin. The ESC provides an array of scientific and educational activities: Clinical Practice Guidelines, 
organisation of educational courses, pan-European surveys on specific disease areas and publishes 9 journals on cardiology. 
It organises the ESC Congress, largest medical meeting in Europe as well as subspecialty congresses, in conjunction with its 
constituent bodies.  

 

ABOUT CTO: 

CTO CONGRESS is a PCO since 2005 with more than 500 successful events in the background.  We are in long-term 
partnership with CVBs in Moscow and St. Petersburg, ICCA, MPI and biggest congress centers, famous hotels from 
Kaliningrad to Vladivostok.   Our specialists know how to organize the conference or exhibition competently; how to arrange 
proper logistics and find the exciting excursions for delegates in Russia. We are not complacent, we obtain progressive 
knowledge. We improve our study skills in event management in Russia and constantly keep developing.  Joining IAPCO gives 
us the chance to get the worldwide experience and open the Russian market for international events. 
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