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Congress Management 
 

Risks and Liabilities 
 
 
Country: 
 

CHINA 

 
Compiled (name/date): 
 

KATERINA TAM, INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CONSULTANTS LTD 
26 JANUARY 2007 

 
 
 
Issue 
 

 
Description 

 
Further Information 

 
Recommended 
Action 

 
Political stability 
 

 
Very stable. 

  

 
Natural disasters, 
e.g. earthquakes, 
tsunamis 
 

 
China lies mainly in the northern 
temperate zone under the 
influence of monsoon. Great 
differences in climate are found 
from region to region owing to 
China's extensive territory and 
complex topography 
 
Occasional typhoons (about five 
per year along southern and 
eastern coasts), floods, 
earthquakes, droughts, land 
subsidence. 
 

  
Cities like Hong 
Kong, Macau, 
Beijing and 
Shanghai are 
relatively 
unaffected by 
extreme climate 
and natural 
disasters. 

 
Security 
(personal) 
 

 
China is a relatively safe country 
for personal security. But petty 
crime has increased in recent 
year, especially in and around 
the major cities. Delegates 
should be cautious with your 
personal possession in public 
place and crowded areas. 
 

  

 
Security (venues) 
 

 
Security requirements will 
depend on the conference 
subject. 
 

  

 
Customs 
 

 
Tourists must fill out a baggage 
declaration form (in two copies) 
and hand it in to customs, 
retaining the carbon to show 
upon exit.  
Personal belongings will be 
admitted duty free, including 
food, two bottles of liquor and 
two cartons of cigarettes. 
Wristwatches, radios, tape 
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recorders, cameras, movie 
cameras, and similar items may 
be brought in for personal use 
but cannot be sold or transferred 
to others and must be brought 
out of China.  
Gifts for relatives or friends in 
China, or articles carried on 
behalf of other, must also be 
declared.  
Visitors can bring in an unlimited 
amount of foreign currency and 
Chinese renminbi traveler's 
checks, and the unspent portion 
can be taken out. 
 

 
Visas 
 

 
A China visa for overseas 
passport holders is required 
when traveling to the Chinese 
Mainland. Hong Kong and 
Macau have their own visa 
requirements though most 
travelers do not need a visa to 
visit these two Special 
Administrative Regions. 
Foreigners wishing to travel to 
China should apply to a local 
Chinese embassy or consulate 
for visas. 
 

 
Visa requirement for visiting 
Hong Kong: 
http://www.immd.gov.hk/ehtml/
hkvisas_4.htm 
 
 

 
Ensure that 
delegates have 
valid visa to 
China.   

 
Freight 
forwarding 
 

 
A number of international freight 
forwarding firms have branches 
in China. 

  
Appoint an agent 
and book the 
services required 
well in advance. 
 

 
Local taxes 
 

 
Hong Kong and Macau – no VAT 
China – VAT 5% 
 

  
It is 
recommended 
you to discuss 
requirements with 
your contractors 
and, if necessary, 
engage a China 
based lawyer to 
ensure 
compliance. 
 

 
Labour laws 
 

 
Employers are required to enter 
into labour contracts with their 
employees. The contract must 
set forth the employment terms 
and conditions. 
 

  
It is 
recommended 
you to discuss 
requirements with 
your contractors 
and, if necessary, 
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Employers are allowed great 
autonomy in determining the 
wage levels of their employees 
provided they comply with the 
minimum wage requirements 
determined by the local 
government. 
 

engage a China 
based lawyer to 
ensure 
compliance. 

 
Liquor laws 
 

 
Venues and caterers hold the 
requisite liquor licences. 
 

  
Check with your 
venue / caterer. 

 
Communications 
facilities 
 
 
 

 
Internet access is widely 
available. Many cyberbars with 
quality computers and high-
speed access can be easily 
found. The cost will vary from city 
to city. In most of the starred 
hotels, internet service is offered 
in a special area to guests. 
 
Broadband internet lines can be 
hired in venues in major cities. 
 

  

 
Insurance 
 

   
Tourists should 
buy personal 
insurance in their 
home country 
before traveling to 
insure against any 
unforeseen 
circumstances. 
 

 
Medical services 
 

 
In China, the standards of 
medical care and availability of 
medicine vary immensely from 
region to region. Major cities like 
Beijing, Shanghai and Xian etc. 
have well equipped medical 
facilities. Some hospitals have 
separate divisions for foreigners.  
 

  
Private medical / 
travel insurance is 
recommended. 

 
Airport disruption 
 

 
Hong Kong, Macau, Beijing, 
Guangzhou and Shanghai are 
the international gateways to 
China. Closure of one results in 
diversion to other airports 
nearby. 
 

  

 
Transportation 

 
China has a comprehensive 
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 transport system comprising civil 
aviation, railways, highways, and 
water transport. Major cities like 
Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, 
Hong Kong, Macau have an 
efficient transport infrastructure. 
However, traffic congestion 
maybe a problem in these cities.  
 

 
 
 


