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IAPCO and Dubai sign Partnership Agreement 
 
FRANKFURT, 21st May, 2014: The International Association of Professional Congress Organisers 

(IAPCO) and the Dubai Convention and Events Bureau (DCEB) announced today the signing of a wide-

ranging collaborative Partnership Agreement aimed at promoting Dubai’s premier incentives and business 

events offer. 

 

IAPCO, with 114 members across 40 countries, of whom 50% are International Core PCOs, has the 

potential to bring major International Association business to the city and support Dubai’s aspirations to 

double visitors from 10 million in 2012 to 20 million in 2020. 

 

Speaking on the side-lines of IMEX 2014 (May 20-22, 2014), one of the world’s most prominent exhibitions 

for incentive travel, meetings and events, IAPCO President Michel Neijmann said the agreement will 

empower IAPCO members to make informed decisions and raise Dubai’s profile as an international 

meetings destination.  

 

“It is essential that we as PCOs are kept abreast of all developments, facilities and advantages that will 

assist us in making key recommendations for our clients,” said Neijmann at the IAPCO-DCEB inaugural 

breakfast held earlier this morning.  “Partnerships such as these provide IAPCO members with knowledge, 

first-hand information and key contacts in destinations on the move,” he added.    

 

“We are delighted to partner with IAPCO,” added DCEB Director Steen Jakobsen. “It is our intention to 

build on Dubai’s fast growing business events sector through strategic long-term partnerships with key 

global associations such as IAPCO.   Our strategic location, unique cultural heritage, modern infrastructure, 

leisure activities and world renowned attractions all work together to increasingly attract international 

business events to Dubai,” he said. 

 
ABOUT IAPCO:  Meeting Quality 
The International Association of Professional Congress Organisers (IAPCO) was founded in 1968, is registered in Switzerland and represents today 
more than 114 professional organisers, meeting planners and managers of international and national congresses, conventions and special events 
from 40 countries. IAPCO members [2013] organise in excess of 6750 meetings annually, totalling some 2.718 million delegates and representing 
an economic impact in the region of 4.40 billion euros.  IAPCO is committed to raising standards of service among its members and other sectors of 
the meetings industry. Today IAPCO membership offers a unique quality assurance, since entry into membership of IAPCO is by meeting strict 
criteria and by continuous quality assessment.  The high quality standards are secured by means of continuing education and interaction with other 
professionals. The ‘Wolfsberg’ Annual Seminar, The Meetings MasterClass and the Annual Meeting & General Assembly of its members are the 
highlight events of IAPCO.    
 
For further information, please contact: 
IAPCO Head Office:  Brambles House, Colwell Road, Freshwater, PO40 9SL, UK      Email: info@iapco.org        www.iapco.org       
 


